
English 8 
Mrs. Bohling 

Syllabus and Class Expectations



English 8 
Course Description

*English 8-Writer’s Workshop is a course that 
emphasizes writing through the use of the Write Tools 

instructional methods.  



English 8 
Course Objectives

*The goal of English 8-Writer’s Workshop is to provide 
students with the knowledge, skills, and resources 

needed to become writers in several genres in order to 
prepare them for high school English classes and beyond. 



English 8 
Assignments and Grading Policy

Grade Scale:   
Quarter 1 Grade 43% 
Quarter 2 Grade 43% 
Semester Test 14% 

Quarter Grading: 
On Task in class (90+ points) (5 points/day can be earned) 

Project 1 (105 points) 
Project 2 (105 points) 

2 Peer Reviews (30 points) 
Writer’s Notebook (45 points) 

Two weighted semester tests will also be administered at the end of 
Semester 1 and Semester 2.  



English 8 
Unit Overviews (Subject to Change)

Project Overview/Tentative Due Dates (Subject to Change) 
The following are MINIMUM publishing requirements  

Quarter 1 
9/12: Response to Literature/Text Dependent Analysis  

10/10: Student Choice 

Quarter 2 
11/21: Student Choice 

12/14: Descriptive 

Quarter 3 
1/30: Descriptive 
3/8: Persuasive 

Quarter 4 
4/17: Research 

5/12: Student Choice 



English 8 
Classroom Expectations

1. Be respectful. Show respect for your teachers, your fellow classmates, your school, and yourself. 

2. Be responsible. You are responsible for yourself, your work, and your actions. Act accordingly.  

3. Be resourceful. Help yourself succeed by being prepared and not making excuses.  

4.  Late work Policy-A “Late Work” Sheet must be filled out and turned in with late work order for any late work to 
receive credit. For each day that an assignment is late, 25% will be deducted off the final score. Late work can earn a 

maximum of 75%.  Due to the nature of Writer’s Workshop, if any project is not turned in for credit, the student will be 
asked to leave Writer’s Workshop and complete an alternate curriculum for the remainder of the semester. 

5. Grading-Writer’s Workshop is graded in the following way for each quarter: 
On Task in class (90+ points) (5 points/day can be earned) 

Project 1 (105 points) 
Project 2 (105 points) 

2 Peer Reviews (30 points) 
Writer’s Notebook (45 points) 

Two weighted semester tests will also be administered at the end of Semester 1 and Semester 2.  



English 8 
Classroom Expectations

6. Absences- It is your responsibility to find out what we did in the classroom when you were absent. Please do not assume that we did 
nothing when you were gone! It is also your responsibility to make up any work upon return. If you are gone from school unexpectedly (due to 
illness, etc.) please check with a classmate first to find out what you missed. Next, check in with Mrs. Bohling if you have questions. If you are 

planning to be absent from school (vacation, sports, etc.) you must communicate with Mrs. Bohling and turn in work before you leave. 
Otherwise, your work will be counted late. Refer to the student handbook for further policies on absences. If you miss Writer’s Workshop 

for any reason, you will need to spend the equivalent amount of time outside of class writing, editing, and/or journaling. 

7. Time Management- Enter and exit the classroom quietly. Begin work on the bell ringer immediately. Work until the bell rings or the 
teacher asks you to stop. Please do not begin “packing up” before the bell rings or the teacher asks you to. Use your time wisely. It is the 
expectation of the Writer’s Workshop that you are working on writing and/or journaling the entirety of the class period. It is also the 

expectation that you will use the restroom and get drinks between classes unless in the case of emergency.  

8. Leaving the Room- Please use the restroom and get a drink between classes except in the case of emergencies. If you need to leave the 
room for some reason, please ask for permission first. Then you must sign out on the marker board and take a pass with you. 

9. Computer Use-Refer to the school’s policy on computer use. Also please know that if you are using your computer for anything other 
than something related to this class, you need to ask permission first. Please plug your computer in at night at home. You will not have access 

to plug your computer in during this class. Therefore, if it is not charged, you will not be able to use it for any activity. 

10. Discipline- If at any time you do not follow the classroom guidelines, you will be asked to come in for retraining. Retraining is done on 
your time and may last 5 minutes or more. A log entry will be completed for each retraining session and your parents may be contacted. 

Refer to the handbook for school disciplinary policies. 

11. Remember why we are here. We are here to learn and to grow as individuals.  If you need help, are confused, or have a problem…
communicate with me! I will do all that I can to help you succeed, but please know that you are ultimately responsible for your own success.  


